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(57)Abstract 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To validly utilize the storage resource 
of a file server by automatically discarding a mail and extending a 
preserving period by the file server according to an instruction from 
a user. 

SOLUTION: A mail inquiring function 3 receives a collated result 
from a mail collating function 5, recognizes that a certain mail 
reaches a discard period, and inquires whether or not the mail 
should be discarded or the preservation of the mail in a storage 
device 6 should be continued by extending the period to a user. 
When the user designates the discard of the mail, the instruction of 
the discard of the mail is communicated through the mail inquiring 
function 3 to a mail discarding/preserving function 4, and the mail in 
the storage device 6 is discarded by the mail discarding/preserving 
function 4. Also, when the user designates the period extension of 
the mail to the inquired mail, it is communicated to the mail 
discarding/preserving function 4 in the same way, and the discard 
period of the mail in the storage device 6 is extended and set. 
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